
 
The EU climate law – amendments to the Commission proposal 

The European Commission’s proposal for an EU climate law is a good start. But it’s not 
consistent with the Paris Agreement and is far from what’s needed to stop runaway climate 
change. The European Parliament and the Council of Ministers should amend it as follows: 

1. Set an EU 2030 emissions reduction target of at least 65%, and make clear that this is to 
be met without including any offsetting by sinks in the land use sector. 

2. Require the Commission to present a plan or strategy, including sectoral roadmaps, for 
meeting EU climate targets to the Parliament and Member States, and to update it every 
five years in full consultation with citizens and stakeholders.  

3. Task the Commission with scrapping inconsistent policies and proposing changes to all 
sectoral targets and legislation by 2021 to make them consistent with the 1.5°C target of 
the Paris Agreement and other climate objectives, starting with the EU’s climate-
damaging bioenergy policies. 

4. End the era of fossil fuels, by setting deadlines for their phase-out, banning exploration, 
subsidies and public finance and (as with tobacco) all advertising and sponsorship. 

5. Strengthen the rights of EU citizens to climate justice so that people can have their day 
in court if the EU and governments fail to protect their fundamental rights to life, health, 
occupation and property in the face of the climate emergency, and make the EU Climate 
Pact a vehicle for their participation in EU climate policies through deliberative 
democracy. 

6. Establish an independent European Panel on Climate Change (EPCC), reporting to the 
European Parliament and Council, to advise on EU emissions budgets and targets and 
scrutinise EU plans and policies. 

7. Task the European Commission with cutting the EU’s international carbon and 
ecological footprint, particularly by protecting and restoring the world’s forests. 


