
LIFTING GREECE’S DARK CLOUD 1

LIFTING 
GREECE’S
DARK CLOUD 

HOW CUTTING 
COAL SAVES 
LIVES

1/02 DLHRRHNMR 
EQNL BTQQDMSKX 
NODQ@SHMF OK@MSR

1/05 HDC 
KHLHSR

OQNONRDC AQDE 
KHLHSR

ADRS @U@HK@AKD 
SDBGMHPTDR 'A@S(

'URK+ GHFG U@KTD(
1/02 OQHBDR

038+/1/
VNQJ C@XR KNRS 

07+71/
@RSGL@ RXLOSNL 
C@XR 'BGHKCQDM( 

€0+45/l
SNS@K GD@KSG BNRSR
'LHKKHNM DTQNR(

'URK+ GHFG U@KTD(
1/02 OQHBDR

6/+68/
VNQJ C@XR KNRS 

8+31/
@RSGL@ RXLOSNL 
C@XR 'BGHKCQDM( 

€61/l
SNS@K GD@KSG BNRSR
'LHKKHNM DTQNR( 

'URK+ GHFG U@KTD(
1/02 OQHBDR

44+55/
VNQJ C@XR KNRS 

6+56/
@RSGL@ RXLOSNL 
C@XR 'BGHKCQDM( 

€46/l
SNS@K GD@KSG BNRSR
'LHKKHNM DTQNR( 

'URK+ GHFG U@KTD(
1/02 OQHBDR

05+03/
VNQJ C@XR KNRS 

1+62/
@RSGL@ RXLOSNL 
C@XR 'BGHKCQDM( 

€08/l
SNS@K GD@KSG BNRSR
'LHKKHNM DTQNR(

44/
OQDL@STQD CD@SGR

23/
B@RDR NE BGQNMHB 
AQNMBGHSHR '@CTKSR( 

14/
OQDL@STQD CD@SGR

05/
B@RDR NE BGQNMHB 
AQNMBGHSHR '@CTKSR( 

1//
OQDL@STQD CD@SGR

02/
B@RDR NE BGQNMHB 
AQNMBGHSHR '@CTKSR( 

6/
OQDL@STQD CD@SGR

4/
B@RDR NE BGQNMHB 
AQNMBGHSHR '@CTKSR( 

RN¨

RN¨
RN¨

RN¨MNw

MNw

MNw

MNw

RN¨
37+145 s.xq

MNw
21+75/ s.xq

CTRS≥
8+615 s.xq

RN¨
10+/45 s.xq

CTRS
0+518 s.xq

MNw
12+815 s.xq

CTRS
806 s.xq

RN¨
04+78/ s.xqMNw

10+661 s.xq

CTRS
120 s.xq

RN¨
2+428 s.xqMNw

00+/// s.xq

RN¨ 3//lf.Ml≠
MNw 4//lf.Ml≠
CTRS 4/lf.Ml≠

RN¨ 1//lf.Ml≠

CTRS 1/lf.Ml≠
MNw 1//lf.Ml≠

CTRS 7lf.Ml≠

RN¨ 02/lf.Ml≠
MNw 064'K(.04/'GB( lf.Ml≠

CTRS 1lf.Ml≠

RN¨ 0/lf.Ml≠
MNw ;74'K(.54'GB( lf.Ml≠

FIGURE

IMPACT OF STRICTER LIMITS
ON COAL POLLUTION IN GREECE

1       Excluding dust emissions for Melitis (Florina) and Megapoli A.
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TABLE DEROGATIONS OVERVIEW (GREECE)

COUNTRY /
Plant name

GREECE

Agios Dimitrios

Amintaio

Melitis (Florina)

Kardia

Megalopoli A

Megalopoli B

TOTAL

Coal type

Lignite

Lignite

Lignite

Lignite

Lignite

Lignite

MWel

2013

1,456

546

289

1,110

481

256

4,138

270

78

7

94

10

16

475

IED

106

34

7

55

10

16

BREF

77

25

7

50

10

16

BAT

Derogation

TNP

LLD

TNP

LLD

TNP

TNP

PREMATURE DEATHS

18

6

2

12

11

13

LLD      Limited Lifetime
TNP      Transitional National Plan

2013    Currently operating plants
IED      2016 IED limits
BREF   Proposed BREF limits
BAT      Best Available Techniques

Six out of its seven lignite plants are making use of
derogations. This corresponds to 88% of its total coal
generation capacity and 475 premature deaths.
Kardia and Aminthaio are in the LLD and all other plants,
except Ptolemaida, are covered by the TNP derogation. 

Greece had a high share of coal plants in previous
derogation systems, such as opt-out derogations and the
National Emission Reduction Plan), which ended in 2016.

The Greek TNP lists four LCPs, all of which are lignite fired.
This will delay the introduction of IED limits until mid-2020.
The following extra pollution could be prevented each
year if lignite plants would be withdrawn from the TNP:

GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF POSITION TAKEN 
IN LCP BREF REVIEW RELATING TO COAL: 

The Greek authorities have actively lobbied to water
down stricter standards for lignite power plants. This does
not come as a surprise considering that all representatives
of the official Greek delegation were employed by PPC.
S.A, the owner of these plants. Greece also pushed more
relaxed emission limits for all pollutants.

POLLUTANT
(in tonnes)

SO2

NOX

Dust

2013 emissions 
(same plants)

30,706

18,410

603

34,961

17,482

6,505

17,482

17,482

1,749

17,479

-

4,756

78,656

-

21,402

Derogations allow
pollution up to 

Maximum pollution
under 2016 

IED limits

Extra pollution
allowed each year 

TOTAL extra coal
pollution allowed

due to TNP 
(2016-Mid 2020) 

TABLE POLLUTION LIMITS (GREECE)


